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Jo Until 4 lay 1950 the activitics of the Partido del Puoblo ((ommunist Pariy
of Panama) wove apparently not affected by the government resolntion out- 25X1X
lawing Communisme Prior to that #ime there had been seversl mesbings at
Party headquarters to discuss the possible rosult of the resoiution, bub
thare wore no apparent efforts being made to destroy files or correspondences
On 3 liay Party leaders ware preparing a demand,to be placed hefore the
Supreme Court, claiming that the goverrment resoiution was unconsti tutional.
The general impression st Party headquarters was that the resclution had
exigted unsigned ever since 'rias took over the presidency, and thot it had
been sponsored by U.Se representativese.

2, On 27 April Celso Solano, Secrotary General of the Partido del Pueblo made
a few statements concerning the position and ains of the Perty.t Ho stated
that the Party plans to have an official publication to carry news to its
members, but that it would not be an obwvious Party organ and would be edited
in a mammer to invite collabaration of individuals or groups outside the
Party., The Party is considering buying its own printing press to avoid
tinterference by the ‘merican Imbassy." A recent abtempt to publish
Ll Pueblista was discontamued after the first issue. The printers s Tipografia
La lloderna, refused to continue printing it because the U,S, imbagsy allegedly
requested the printers to hinder publication of a Partido del Pucblo papers

3a The new paper would promote the following general Party policies:

2 The Party and the paper will be opposed te¢ govermments established
through coups d'etat or other unconstitutional means,

be I will oppose any military (Panama Police) goverment or
dictatorshipe

¢o It will oppose any blood shed through clashes between civilian
groups,; bebtween these groups and the police or factions of the
polices ‘

do It will gonduct a campaign to obtain reductions in the cost of
Hvingo

8 1t will vigorously proiote the Pro-Peace movement,
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4o In explaining these policies, Solsno stated that the Partido del Pueblo
opposes the {xmation of military govermmentg in Latin America because
the establivment of such governments 1s a current policy of the United

 siatese Thr United Statce allegedly accomplishes this by training Latin
‘merican o:ilicers in the Canal Zone and in the United States and encouraging
them to return to thelr respective countries to form military govermmentse
Thege govtrnments can then be controlled by the United States through the
UsS. general staff and personal and official comections with the Latin
rpericay militsry participants who have formed a military govermment in
their om country. Solano stated thab he bolieves that these governments
evo ensiuraged to prepare for a war with Russine

5, The 'artido del Pueblo also opposes the holding of any strike or other
asct/vity which might embarrass the administration and create a situation
favoratle to the overthrow of Arnulfo Ariase. Solano stated that the
Peotide del Pueblo wes definitely not planning or supporting a strike of
soudencs, Tenants League, or 1abor unions dedicated to the overthrow of 25X1X
she pcilce or the Nriss government.

. 6, For soversdl weeks Carlos Cajal, student and Communist leader, has been trying
to oblain a mimeograph machine to edit a bi~woekly newspaper. He plans to
distribute this paper in the interior as well ss in the stronghold of Panama

and (olon. e sbated that one of the programs which would be advocated
would be agitation for a law to improve the living conditions of the workers
in the intorior who are Mexploited as beasts of burden," On 1 April Cnjal
was still waiting for sufficient funds to purchase the nrchine and othex
necessary equipment. He is reported to have stated that he nay be able

to buy a machine from the Army bub that he had not yot been able %o go

to Allbrook Field to look into the matter. Cajal, Carles lendoza, Celso
Sclano, Hugo Victor (Secrebary of Propaganda) and Xenia lolina (TFinancial
Seeretary)s: met at Party headquarters on 10 April %o discuss the new
publications At that time, it was suggested that the paper, to have a 25X1X
1iterary-political slant, would bring the activities and aime of the Party
to all members and would also carry a roview of modern literature.

Te % there have been indications of a possible split in the
Partido del Puebios In early April itwo groups within the Farty were reported
to be strugeling for controls One group is made up of intellectual
aristocrats under the leadership of Celso Solano; the other group, which
is supported by colored and university members, is directed by Carlos Cajal
who wenbs a stronger Marxist party which will Ffollow the Party line closely
and will take stronger and more definite actione .

8o Ms of 10 lhrch 1950 the Fartido del Puehlo had 837 reglstered members
rosiding principally in Fanama and Colon, snd to some extent, in Chorrera
and Chiriqui. There are an estimatad 516 native and foreign non-registered
Communists and fellow travellers. During recent months the Party has been .
trying to strengthen its organization in Colon and Chiriquis The Party has
been increasing its propaganda offorts through the Permanent Peace Committee 25X 1)
and through support of the Tenant's Leapgne, and the Faderacion Sindieal
Trabajadores de la Republica de Panama (FSTRP).

. ge Solano stated thab he expected to travel to BEurope during the latter part
of the year to attend a world peace conference in Rome, which was being
plamed as a result of the meeting in Stockholm, Sweden, in IlMarch 19500

25X1A mmonte. These statements were made just before liay Day and prior to
armouncement of the govermment rosolution outlawing Cormunisme There was
no indication that the Partido del Pueblo expected any action by the *rias
government to suppress the activity of the Party. Any change in government
was believed to be disadvantageous o the Party and efforts were to be nade
tc avoid any action which would endanger the stability of the presgent

administrations

25x1A I Coent. Hugo Victor is described as an idealogical Communist, a
Morxist fanatic, who continves trying to oliminate Party members who seek
personal gein or weaken the Party's militant structure. Xenia lioling is
also a Party fanatic and does mnat of the financial work of collections and
disbursementeo
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